An armed suture, comprising: 

a needle with a suture hole formed therein; 

a suture having an end thereof inserted into said suture hole; and 

an adhesive bonding said suture to said needle within said suture hole, 
said adhesive having a viscosity when uncured permitting said suture to 
be inserted into said suture hole. 

The armed suture of Claim 1, wherein said adhesive is curable by 
exposure to electromagnetic radiation. 

The armed suture of Claim 2, wherein said electromagnetic radiation is 
UV light. 

The armed suture of Claim 3, wherein said adhesive is cyanoacrylate. 

The armed suture of Claim 2, wherein said adhesive is curable by a 
second curative agent. 

The armed suture of Claim 5, wherein said second curative agent is a 
compound. 

The armed suture of Claim 5, wherein said second curative agent is 
water. 
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8. The armed suture of Claim 5, wherein said second curative agent is 
heat. 

9. The armed suture of Claim 1 , wherein said suture hole has a first 
diameter Di proximate the surface of said needle and a second 

5 diameter D 2 distal to said surface of said needle and distal to said first 

diameter D 1( said second diameter D 2 being greater than said first 
diameter Di, such that said adhesive when cured forms a mechanical 
interlock with said needle hole. 

10. The armed suture of Claim 9, wherein an end of said needle proximate 
10 said needle hole is swaged inwardly. 

1 1 . The armed suture of Claim 9, wherein said suture hole is formed by 
laser drilling. 

12. The armed suture of Claim 1 , wherein said suture hole is unpolished. 

13. The armed suture of Claim 1 wherein said suture hole has at least one 
1 5 groove having an orientation with a component of extension 

perpendicular to an axial direction of said suture hole. 

14. The armed suture of Claim 1 , wherein said suture is monofilament. 



15. A method of making armed sutures, comprising the steps of: 

j 

(A) forming a needle hole in an end of a needle; 
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(B) applying an adhesive between an end of the suture and the 
needle hole; 

(C) inserting a suture into the needle hole 

(D) allowing the adhesive to at least partially cure. 

5 1 6. The method of Claim 1 3, further including a step of metering the 

adhesive onto the suture hole prior to said step of inserting. 

17. The method of Claim 16, further comprising a step of secondarily 
curing the adhesive. 

1 8. The method of Claim 17, wherein said step of secondarily curing is 

1 0 performed by exposure to at least one of a chemical curative and heat. 

19. The method of Claim 18, wherein the chemical curative is applied to 
the suture hole prior to said step of applying. 

20. The method of Claim 1 5, wherein said step of applying includes dipping 
an end of the suture into the adhesive prior to the step of inserting. 
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